President’s Report

This has been an unsettled year for the Alexander Turnbull Library with building work nearing
completion which will require a major moving exercise, and the restructuring of staff positions.
The Friends of the Turnbull made submissions on the restructuring emphasising the importance
of the integrity of New Zealand’s premier research institution.

Throughout the year the Friends continued our monthly programme of eleven public talks at the
National Library of New Zealand, and there were also attended by good numbers on zoom. The
annual Founder Lecture was presented by Dame Claudia Orange, on the timely topic of “The
Treaty, the Government and Aotearoa New Zealand: Where are we now?” Dame Claudia
attracted a full house.

We sponsored an absorbing event at the Auckland Writers” Festival in May 2024 featuring Jared
Davidson and his book Blood and Dirt: Prison Labour and the Making of New Zealand. 1n addition,
two Auckland events were held at the Takapuna Library.

This year we provided Research Grants to a total value of $24,000 for scholars undertaking
research in the collections of the Alexander Turnbull Library. Seventeen applications were
received and research grants were offered to Dr Mere Whaanga, who is researching major
conflicts in the greater Mahia/Wairoa area in the 19th century; to Dr Annabel Coopet, for a
biography of the film-making Hayward family; to Jo Oliver, for a biography of Rita Snowden;
and to Redmer Yska for his travel costs in researching a biography of Alexander Turnbull.

Our annual magazine, Off #he Record, was published in May 2024. Two newsletters were produced
and distributed to members. The Turnbull Iibrary Record was published in October, the costs
being shared with ATL. FOTL pay for the editorial costs and the peer review process.

A decision was taken to remove our funds from the oversight of the Turnbull Endowment Trust
and to set up our own nominee company as a way of avoiding onerous audit costs. The
Nominee Company is now up and running under the able stewardship of Kate Fortune, Gillian
Cross and Katherine Baxter.

This year we trialled a new initiative, entitled "Letters Out Loud", a fund-raising event to
highlight the riches of the Turnbull Collections. We were delighted that the Turnbull
Endowment Trust supported this event. Noted actors and authors generously donated their time
to read excerpts from 16 historical letters, drawn from the Collections. The very successful event
contributed $4,000 towards the Research Grants. Part of the idea behind “Letters Out Loud”
was to interest a younger generation in the Collections. The age range of the audience suggested
we succeeded to some degree and there is enthusiasm to repeat the event this year.

I would like to thank all the members of the Committee for their service this year. It is only by
having hands-on Committee members that the organisation will thrive. I would also like to thank
Jessica Moran who now, to our delight, has been appointed Chief Librarian after a long period of
uncertainty, and Jackie Hay, Associate Chief Librarian, Research Access, and Joan McCracken,
for their assistance in realising our aims.

My aim is to secure the future of the Friends through interesting a wider cross-section of the
public in library’s treasures. In the current world, that will mean expanding our digital reach and
thinking creatively ways in which we can support the Alexander Turnbull Library.

Barbara Brookes
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