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Minutes of the 85" Annual General Meeting of the Friends of the Turnbull Library for
the year ended 31 March 2024
held on Thursday 18 July 2024 at 5.30pm
Ground Floor, National Library of New Zealand, Molesworth Street, Wellington

Present: Acting President Barbara Brookes. Committee members: Katherine Baxter, Rachel
Underwood, Don Gilling, Kate Fortune, Anne Phillips, Robin Skinner, Sheila Williams, Steve Cosgrove,
Gillian Cross. National Library and ATL staff: Jess Moran (Acting Chief Librarian), Jackie Hay, Joan
McCracken. Members: John Meads (Chair Turnbull Endowment Trust). Tony Cross, Lesleigh Salinger,
Paul Franken, Sheena Tawera, Sean McMahon, Emma-Jean Kelly, Jackie Chong, Greg Thomas,
Christine Hurley, Nick Hurley, Jacquie Wilson, Ann Mallinson, John Catley, Fono Talo, Jasmine Potiki-
King, Julian N Paton, Bronwyn Rideout, Tess Tuxford, Elizabeth Bowyer, Beryl Anderson, Cate
Crombie, Frances Austin, Belinda de Mayo, Sue Kano, Penny Griffith, Jocelyn Chalmers, Tele Masters,
Hilary Stace, Linda McGregor, Winston Roberts, Leonard Rubiack (44 members)

1. Welcome: FoTL Acting President Barbara Brookes welcomed the Acting Chief Librarian,
Turnbull Library staff and FoTL members to the 85" AGM of the Friends of the
Turnbull Library. In opening Barbara noted the passing of FOTL members and
associates: William Alington, former Chief Librarian Jim Traue, Priscilla Williams and
Sir Vincent O’Sullivan.

Apologies: Robin Anderson, Jim Mayo, Lyn Provost, Roger Shepherd, Lynette Shum, Diane
Woods, Malcolm McKinnon, Felicity Wong, Rhys Richards, Margaret Richards, Margery Renwick.

2. Minutes of the 84" AGM held on Wednesday 26 July 2023: Moved the Minutes be taken as
read and approved. Minutes adopted: B Brookes/ K Baxter

3. Matters Arising: Nil

4. President’s Report: Immediate Past President Katherine Baxter spoke to her written report,
noting her decision to stand down as President from 31 March 2024 and thanking Committee
member Professor Barbara Brookes for stepping in as Acting President from that date. She
acknowledged the departure of Chief Librarian Chris Szekely, retiring after 17 years at the helm
of the ATL, having led the Library and staff through many challenges and opportunities. She paid
tribute to his years of service as our first Chief Librarian of Maori whakapapa and thanked him
for his courteous and professional relationship with the Friends. In her report (attached to the
Minutes) she outlined the many activities supported and delivered by the Friends throughout the
year including Speaker Events, publications, research grants and the 2023 Founder Lecture
delivered by Witi Thimaera DCNZM and DCM. Report received: (K Baxter/ R Underwood)

5. Report from John Meads, Chair, Turnbull Endowment Trust (TET): John reported Forsyth
Barr continues to provide excellent oversight of the FoTL investments. In summary: at 16 July
2023 the investment portfolio was $863,707. Over the subsequent 12 months to 16 July 2024,
$30,000 has been withdrawn from the portfolio. At 16 July 2024 the portfolio's market value is


http://www.turnbullfriends.org.nz/

$946,870, having returned a very solid 13.56% {after fees) over that period. The main driver of
growth has been international equities (up 32%). NZ equities have been flat — with NZ market
performance remaining challenged, the economic outlook deteriorating and several companies
downgrading their earnings outlooks. Barbara Brookes thanked John for his report.

6. Treasurer's Report and Annual Financial Statements: Gillian Cross spoke to the Performance
Report, noting that many generous donations had been received during the year and one generous
bequest from WH & MH Alington Family Trust. The committee continued to work towards
keeping costs to a minimum. The investment portfolio for the year returned 10.24%. These
reports have been reviewed and the reviewers' report is attached to the accounts.

Report received and approved (G Cross/K Fortune)

7. Election of Officers and Committee for 2024/2025:
Katherine Baxter took the chair.
President: Nomination of Barbara Brookes. (K Baxter/K Fortune) Declared elected, with
acclamation.
Barbara Brookes resumed the chair.
Treasurer: Nomination of Gillian Cross (B Brookes/K Fortune). (B Brookes/K Fortune).
Declared elected.
Membership Secretary4: Robin Anderson. (K Baxter/ S Cosgrove). Declared elected
Note: Robin had confirmed in writing ahead of the meeting his willingness to stand.

Committee: Note the nominations were submitted in three parts:
That the following members of the current Committee be re-elected: Rachel Underwood,

Kate Fortune, Anne Phillips, Robin Skinner, Steve Cosgrove, Don Gilling and Katherine Baxter.
(B Brookes/Gillian Cross) Declared elected

That the following Members have agreed to stand and be appointed to the Committee: Tess
Tuxford, Elizabeth Bowyer and Louise Sinclair B (Brookes/K Baxter) Declared Elected

Committee nominations accepted from the floor:
That the following Members have agreed to stand and be appointment to the Committee:
Emma-Jean Kelly and Winston Roberts (B Brookes, R Skinner) Declared Elected

8. Report from the Acting Chief Librarian, Jess Moran: Jess acknowledged the significance to
the ATL of Chris Szekely’s retirement as Chief Librarian, marked by several farewell events/.
She also noted the recent deaths of two senior ATL curatorial staff: Igor Drecki and Dr Oliver
Stead — both sorely missed by colleagues.

Looking ahead, she explained the staffing in place to cover while she is Acting Chief Librarian,
highlighted several events and programmes coming up — and outlined the arrangements being made
to deliver refreshed and improved services in the new buildings to be opened in 2025 — including
new purpose-built digital labs, shared spaces etc.

Barbara Brookes thanked Jess for her report.
9. Appointment of Reviewer:

That Sue Abraham be re-appointed reviewer for the year 2024/25 (G Cross/ D Gilling)
Approved

10. Membership subscription fees:
That Membership Subscription fees be increased by approximately 12% from the 2025/26 financial
year (K Fortune/R Underwood) Approved

11. General business: Nil

The meeting closed at 6:40 pm



Following the business of the AGM, Paul Diamond (Ngati Haua, Te Rarawa and Ngapuhi) spoke
about the highlights and challenges of being the inaugural Curator Maori for Turnbull, and some of
his favourite discoveries. Paul was awarded a Friends of the Turnbull Research Grant in 2007. He is
the author of 4 Fire in Your Belly: Maori leaders speak (2003); Makereti: Taking Maori to the world
(2007); Savaged to Suit: Maori and cartooning in New Zealand (2018); and, most recently, Downfall:
The destruction of Charles Mackay (2022).

Light refreshments were served at the conclusion of the meeting.
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