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Ngā Hoa o te Whare Pukapuka Turnbull 

PO Box 12-186, Wellington, New Zealand 6144 

www.turnbullfriends.org.nz 

Minutes of the 86th Annual General Meeting of the Friends of the Turnbull Library 

for the year ended 31 March 2025 

held on Wednesday 23 July 2025 at 5.30pm 

Ground Floor, National Library of New Zealand, Molesworth Street, Wellington 

Present:  President Barbara Brookes. Committee members: Robin Anderson, Katherine Baxter, 

Elizabeth Bower, Steve Cosgrove, Gillian Cross, Kate Fortune, Don Gilling, Emma-Jean Kelly, Dan 

Morrow, Anne Phillips, Winston Roberts, Tess Tuxford, Robin Skinner, Rachel Underwood.  National 

Library and ATL staff: Jackie Hay. Members:  Frances Austin, Barbara Blake, Jackie Chong, Peter 

Clayworth, Tony Cross, Wendy Hinton, Leigh Kennaway, Joan McCracken, Julian N Paton, Lyn 

Provost, Margery Renarid, Bronwyn Rideout, Lesleigh Salinger, Lynette Shum, Alan Wright. 

Welcome: FoTL President Barbara Brookes welcomed the members to the 86th AGM of the Friends 

of the Turnbull Library.  

Apologies: Kirstie Baxter, David Dunsheath, Joy Dunsheath, Penny Griffith, Charlotte 

Macdonald, Jim Mayo, Caroline McDonald, Carol Stigley, Chris Szekely. 

Minutes of the 85th AGM held on Thursday 18 July 2024:  Moved the Minutes be taken as read 

and approved once amendments outlined by K Fortune have been actioned. Minutes 

adopted: K Fortune / R Underwood 

Matters Arising: Nil 

President’s Report:  President Barbara Brookes spoke to her written report (attached to the 

minutes), noting that it had been an unsettling year for the Alexander Turnbull Library given 

building construction work and the recent restructure.   In response to this, FoTL had provided 

submissions to Guardians to the restructure consultation process as well as maintained their 

ongoing commitments of FoTL.  This included the well-attended Programme of Public Talks, 

payment to Research grants of $24,000, publishing of Off The Record as well as two 

newsletters, and trialled a new initiative of the Letters Out Loud fundraising event.   The 

President thanked all the members of the committee, Jessica Moran (who had recently been 

appointed to Chief Librarian), Jackie Hay and Joan McCracken for their efforts and support 

throughout the year.  She also emphasised the objective for the coming year to be continuing 

efforts in securing the future of Friends through expanding membership and reach.  Report 

received:  B Brookes / EJ Kelly 

 

In memoriam Sheila Williams and other members who have passed.   The President, Barbara 

Brookes noted the passing of members including:  Cathryn (Kate) Coolahan, Peter Fabien, 

Maurice Gee, Hilary Stace, Priscilla Williams, Sheila Williams. 

Treasurer's Report and Annual Financial Statements: Gillian Cross spoke to the prepared 2024/25 

financial accounts.    Key points noted included of the financial year being one consistent with 

previous years.  Revenue included receipt of a number of generous donations, interest from 
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investment portfolio, and member fees.  It was noted that there had been a decline in 

membership fees for the year.   Expenditure was also similar to the previous year.    The 

investment portfolio, which was previously under the care of the Turnbull Endowment Trust, 

had been returned to Friends who now hold direct ownership of the funds.    Kate Fortune 

spoke further to this matter, confirming that the portfolio had been in good hands and had 

yielded a steady increase.     It was also confirmed that once final reporting has been received 

from Forsyth Barr, the Reviewer will be able to sign the final accounts.                                                                              

Report received and approved  G Cross/K Fortune 

Election of Officers and Committee for 2025/2026: 

Robin Anderson took the chair. 

President: Nomination of Barbara Brookes.  K Baxter/R Anderson.   Declared elected. 

Treasurer: Nomination of Gillian Cross.  R Anderson/K Baxter). Declared elected.  

Membership Secretary: Robin Anderson. K Baxter/B. Brookes. Declared elected. 

Committee: Note the nominations were submitted in two parts: 

That the following members of the current Committee be re-elected: Robin Anderson, 

Katherine Baxter, Elizabeth Bowyer,  Steve Cosgrove, Kate Fortune, Jim Mayo, Dan Morrow, 

Anne Phillips, Winston Roberts, Robin Skinner, Tess Tuxford, Rachel Underwood, and Katherine 

Baxter. (B Brookes/Gillian Cross) Declared elected 

Committee nominations accepted from the floor: Wendy Hinton  

That the following member has agreed to stand and be appointed to the Committee:  W 

Hinton (B Brookes, R Skinner) Declared elected 

Report from the Chief Librarian, Jess Moran: A written report will be circulated once received.  

Report from Guardians Kaitiaki of Turnbull Library.   A written report will be circulated once 

received.  

Appointment of Reviewer: 

Sue Abraham be re-appointed reviewer for the year 2025/26  Approved G Cross/R Anderson 

Membership subscription fees: 

That the Friends of the Turnbull Library have a student membership category added, with a 

proposed fee of $20. Student ID will be required to be sighted as evidence.  Approved  

B Brookes /R Anderson 

Honorary Life membership for Joan McCracken  

Joan McCracken be made a honorary life member of the Friends of the Turnbull Library in 
recognition of all the many services and assistance she has provided to the Friends.  Approved  
B Brookes/ 
K Fortune   

Constitutional Reforms  

Approval in principle Constitutional amendments with the wording to be subsequently 

approved by the committee. The amendments will deal with dispute resolution and other 

changes as required by government legislation.   Approved B Brookes/S Cosgrove 

General business: Nil 

The meeting closed at 5.57 pm 
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Following the business of the AGM, Helen McCracken (Manatū Taonga Ministry for Culture and 

Heritage and PhD candidate at the Joint Centre for Disaster Research Massey University) spoke 

about Safeguarding National Collections During World War Two. 


