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This year has seen staff  settling into the new structure at the Library. Everyone is delighted that the 
building work connecting the National Library, The Alexander Turnbull Library and the new Archives 
Building is now complete. Researchers have appreciated the use of  the Katherine Mansfield Room as a 
combined reading room for both the Turnbull and National Archives. 

Throughout the year the Friends continued our monthly programme of  public talks at the National 
Library of  New Zealand, talks which have also attracted good numbers on Zoom. The annual Founder 
Lecture was presented by Dr Monty Soutar in a spell-binding address about his move from history to 
engaging historical fiction with the best-selling novel Kāwai: From Such a Time As This. The Friends were 
also delighted to be able to support Dr Soutar’s session at the Auckland Writers’ Festival.  

The Friends of  the Turnbull hosted two successful events at the Takapuna Public Library, Dame 
Claudia Orange spoke at one and Dr Jennifer Ashton at another.   

This year we had 23 applications for research grants and we were delighted to be able to award grants 
to four scholars. Greg Bruce is working on a non-fiction novel about David Lange and his Oxford 
Union speech. UK researcher Kathryn Cox is examining Ecological Memory in Popular Music in 
Aotearoa-New Zealand. Tim Walker is writing a revisionist biography of  Horatio Robley and Dr 
Michelle Willyams (who has subsequently had to withdraw due to another funding opportunity) has a 
project examining psychiatric illness amongst unmarried mothers. 

Thanks to a generous donation from the Opie family, in memory of  Brian Opie, we will be able to 
offer a small grant to assist a post-graduate student with their research in 2026.  

Our annual magazine, Off  the Record, with a striking Rita Cook (Angus) cover was published in May 
2025.  Two newsletters were produced and distributed to members. In future, given the costs of  
production and mailing, our newsletters will be digital and available via our website.  

We also introduced a simplified membership process via our website. This enables us to keep better 
track of  members and generates an automatic annual reminder. We are delighted to report that, due to 
this innovation, our membership numbers have risen.  

Volume 57 of  the Turnbull Library Record was published in October, a joint venture between the 
Alexander Turnbull Library and the Friends. The Record continues to highlight the range of  fascinating 
holdings in the collections.  

 

This year we held a second “Letters Out Loud”, a fund-raising event to highlight the riches of  the 
Turnbull Collections. We were delighted that the Turnbull Endowment Trust again supported this 



 

 

initiative in which actors read a range of  historical letters from the collections. We were especially 
thrilled that Jennifer Ward-Lealand accepted our invitation to MC and read at the event. She has a 
particular interest in the Turnbull which houses the papers of  her forebear and local historian, Louis 
Ward, author of  Early Wellington (1929). We had another very successful and sold-out event which 
added additional funds to our research grant. 

A further fund- and profile-raising initiative was the production of  a Calendar for 2026 using stunning 
images from the library’s collections. Our thanks to Joan McCracken for voluntary work in putting the 
calendar together. Such was the success of  the calendar another will be available for 2027. 

I would like to thank all the members of  the Committee for their service this year. It is only by having 
hands-on Committee members that the organisation will thrive. I thank those who are departing, 
particularly Robin Anderson, who has notably given years of  service.  I would also like to thank Chief  
Librarian Jessica Moran for her on-going support, and Jackie Hay, Associate Chief  Librarian, Research 
Access,  for their assistance in realising our aims. 

My aim is to secure the future of  the Friends through expanding membership and interesting a wide 
cross-section of  the public in the treasures held within the library. We appreciate all the support from 
our Friends throughout the country and welcome any suggestions that you may have to increase our 
reach. 

Barbara Brookes 

 


